In the Claims; 

Please amend the claims without prejudice as follows: 



53 . (Currently amended) A method of processing laundry which comprises the 
steps of: 

(a) washing a first load of laundry with a detergent in at least one wash 
vessel to produce a first clean load of laundry and a first wash effluent; 

(b) passing the first wash effluent through at least one wash filter, 
producing a first wash permeate and a first wash retentat e and allowing 
ihc fir'st w'ish penncaV to ^ ^ ^ ^ v. ^ss 

(c) rinsing the first clean load of laundrv to produce a first nnscd load of 
laundry and a first rinse effluent, a.na assv 

establish a rinse ioop^ the riase loop beiiig.an.indepe!ider!Lfl^ 
trom the wash loop. 

54. (Original) The method of Claim 53 which further comprises the steps of: 

(d) washing a second load of laundry using in part at least a portion of the 
first wash permeate in the at least one wash vessel to produce a second 
clean load of laundry and a second wash effluent; 

(e) passing the second wash effluent through the at least one wash filter, 
producing a second wash permeate and a second wash retentate; and 

(f) rinsing the second clean load of laundry to produce a second rinsed 
load of laundry and a second rinse effluent. 

55. (Currently amended) The method of claim 53 which further comprises the 
step of: 

(d) passing at least a portion of the first rinse effluent through at least one 
rinse filter to produce a first rinse permeate and a first rinse retentate 

'in J .^Uov 5R^\.M k&st a portion of the.tlrslrmse.ge]TTi 
50 'ho at bast one >.vaj.h vessel. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 54 which further comprises the step of: 
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(g) passing at least a portion of the second rinse effluent through the at 
least one rinse filter to produce a second rinse permeate and a second 
rinse retentate. 

57. (Original) The method of Claim 54 wherein Step (f) is accomplished in part 
by using at least a portion of the first rinse permeate. 

58. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 53 which further comprises the 
steps of: 

(d) passing the first rinse effluent through at least one rinse filter, 
producing a first rinse permeate and a first rinse retentate; 

(e) washing a second load of laundry with the detergent and -paFi;- at least 
a portion of the first wash permeate in the at least one wash vessel to 
produce a second clean load of laundry and a second wash effluent; 

(f) passing the second wash effluent through the at least one wash filter, 
producing a second wash permeate and a second wash retentate; 

(g) rinsing the second clean load of laundry with in part at least a portion 
of the first rinse permeate to produce a second rinsed load of laundry 
and a second rinse effluent; and 

(h) passing the second rinse effluent through the at least one rinse filter to 
produce a second rinse permeate and a second rinse retentate. 

59. (Original) The method of Claim 54 wherein between about 30% and about 
90% of the washing in Step (d) is accomplished with first wash permeate. 

60. (Original) The method of Claim 57 wherein between about 30% and about 
90% of the rinsing in Step (f) is accomplished with first rinse permeate. 

61. (Original) The method of Claim 58 wherein between about 30% and about 
90% of the washing in Step (e) is accomplished with first wash permeate and 
between about 30% and about 90% of the rinsing in Step (g) is accomplished 
with first rinse permeate. 

62. (Original) The method of Claim 55 which fiirther comprises the step of: 

(e) transferring at least a portion of the first rinse retentate to the first wash 
effluent. 

63. (Original) The method of Claim 56 which further comprises the step of: 
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(h) transferring at least a portion of the second rinse retentate to the second 
wash effluent. 

64. (Original) The method of Claim 53 which further comprises the step of 
repeating Steps (e)-(h) at least once on additional loads of laundry. 

65. (Original) The method of Claim 64 wherein up to about nine loads of laundry 
are processed. 

66. (Original) The method of Claim 53 wherein the method is steady state. 

67. (Original) The method of Claim 64 wherein the method is steady state. 

68. (Original) The method of Claim 53 which further comprises the steps of: 

(d) passing a previous rinse effluent through at least one rinse filter, 
producing a previous rinse permeate and a previous rinse retentate; 

(e) washing a subsequent load of laundry with the detergent and in part at 
least a portion of a previous wash permeate in the at least one wash 
vessel to produce a subsequent clean load of laundry and a subsequent 
wash effluent; 

(f) passing the subsequent wash effluent through the at least one wash 
flher, producing a subsequent wash permeate and a subsequent wash 
retentate; and 

(g) rinsing the subsequent clean load of laundry with in part at least a 
portion of the previous rinse permeate to produce a subsequent rinsed 
load of laundry and a subsequent rinse effluent; 

(h) repeating Steps (d)-(g) at least once; 

wherein the previous rinse effluent is the second rinse effluent prior to Stop 
(h) and the previous wash permeate is the flrst wash permeate prior to Step 
(h). 

69. (Original) The method of Claim 66 wherein up to about nine loads of laundry 
are processed. 

70. (Original) The method of Claim 68 wherein the method is steady state. 
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72. ilMew) A metliod of processin g laundry which comp rises tlie sttps of: 

(_aj wa shing a load of laundry wnh a detergent m ai least on e wash vesse i 

to produce a clean load of laiindry and a wash effiuent; 
(bj passing the wash effluent throijgh. at IcMtOM. wa,sh fijt^^^ 

wash permeate and a wash retenlate and allowing the wash permeate to 
■)cd to the at least one wa sh vessel to establish a wash loop; 
£cj ^ <"k •'Ti V o"- ' ' to produce a rinsed load of laundry 



nnse loop bemg an independent flo\v:.path from th^^ 
73. (New ) The method ot claim 72. which fiirther comprises establishing a flow path 
between the rinse effluent and the wash effluent and allowing a portion of the 
DM?..sfflMe?ll.to..be.tra^^^ 
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